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Representing Power Relationships in the Kawa Jobran’s “Life at The Order of
Mosquitoes” Novel Based on Michel Foucault’s Discourse of Power

Zakia Shahab!

Abstract

Discourse analysis is one of the new approaches to examining the text in its
pragmatic and real context. The discourses represented in the novel are actually a
depiction of the discourses in the author’s society; therefore, for examining the social
and cultural conditions of the country, the analysis and review of the novel is of great
importance. The present study examined the novel “Life at the Order of Mosquitoes”
by Kawa Jobran using Michel Foucault’s approach to discourse of power analysis.
The aim of this study is to examine the relationships of power in the discourses
represented and present in the novel, as well as how power is exercised in these
discourses. The research methodology in the present research is analytical-
descriptive using a tool taken from Foucault’s approach to discourse of power
analysis, and it seeks to answer the question of which discourses are represented in
the novel and what role do these discourses play in the formation of the power
structure? In consequence of reseach, in the novel, the discourses of the master-
vassal and religion, sexuality, superstition and superstition of belief, and modern
discourses were identified. The way power is exercised in these discourses is
governance of the foundation in a top-down and hierarchical manner.

Key words
Michel Foucault, Discourse of Power, Power Relations, Kawa Jobran, “Life at The
Order of Mosquitoes” Novel.
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Lexical Archaism in Simin Behbahani’s Ghazals
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Abstract

The richness of the classical literature is still influential on today’s literature in terms
of lexicon and content. Antiquity is evident in the poetry of some contemporary
modernists. This type of influence, which is called archaism in contemporary literary
theories, is clearly evident in Simin Behbahani's sonnets. This study has investigated
the aspects of lexical archaism in Simin Behbahani's sonnets with a descriptive-
analytical method. Findings reveal that lexical archaism has many manifestations in
Simin Behbahani's sonnets, the most important examples of which are: 1. common
words, 2. court, civil and military words, 3. musical terms, 4. drinking terms, 5.
special terms and names related to the mythology and ancient history of Iran, 6.
ancient combinations, 7. archaism in the verb (simple verb, prefixed verb, compound
verb, prayer verb, shortened form of verbs), 8. old sounds, and 9. antiquity in the use
of letters. The process of lexical archaism in Simin Behbahani's ghazals has been
skillfully implemented, as a part of the poet's concepts and thoughts have been
conveyed to the audience through the ancient words of the Persian language, without
making it difficult for the audience to understand her poetry. This antiquity, along
with other features of Simin Behbahani's poetry, has caused her poems to have a
personal and exclusive style.
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